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BURLEIGH COUNTY  
HOME RULE CHARTERCOMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
March 21, 2013 

5:15 P.M. 
The Burleigh County Home Rule Charter Commission convened with all members present.  
Chairman Woodcox called the initial meeting to order with the first item of business the 
introduction of members and staff.  
 
Chairman Woodcox stated his goal of having a draft charter ready within 90 days, a public 
hearing in August, and a special election in October\November.  Upon discussion it was 
determined that the County Commission will decide the specifics of the sales tax and that 
the Charter Commission will be responsible for the Charter which provides the authority. 
 
Auditor\Treasurer Glatt briefly discussed the difference between a limited and a 
comprehensive charter.  Glatt noted a limited charter could authorize only sales taxes and 
a comprehensive charter could include many things including changing the form and 
structure of county governance.  Glatt noted the charter could allow citizens to initiate and 
refer ordinances as was done with snow gates and smoking in bars.  Glatt stated believes 
the Williams County charter is limited and the Cass and Ward County Charters are more 
comprehensive.    
 
Chairman Woodcox stated he likes the initiation and referral of ordinances and feels it 
could be beneficial to county residents and help resolve issues related to dogs at large and 
fireworks.   
 
Comm. Lembke questioned what the County Commission wants from Home Rule. 
 
Comm. Peluso stated he feels the charter should be limited to the sales tax only as that is 
what has been “sold to the people.”   
 
Comm. Lembke requested that a presentation be made by the Sheriff’s Dept. regarding the 
projected need for jail space based upon the oil boom.  Auditor\Treasurer Glatt stated the 
jail study included capacity requirements based upon models with and without an “oil 
boom”.  Chairman Woodcox stated he will request the Sheriff’s Dept. to make a 
presentation at the next meeting.   
 
Comm. Wrangham stated he is only considering a limited home rule charter for sales tax to 
fund a jail.   
 
Comm. Lembke questioned how the operating expenses for a new jail would be funded and 
if mill levy funds could be used to “get started.”  Auditor\Treasurer Glatt explained Limited 
and General Obligation Bonds and the funds that could be raised from each source.  
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Lembke suggested the perhaps some of the sales tax funds could be dedicated for jail 
operations.   
 
Auditor\Treasurer Glatt again stated he believes the Williams County Charter is limited and 
that research needs to be conducted to see what items need to be included for a home rule 
charter to be effective.   
 
Comm. Saude agreed with Auditor\Treasurer Glatt that the Williams County Charter is 
limited.  
 
By consensus it was agreed to utilize the Williams County Charter as a first draft with Asst. 
State’s Attorney Schwarz researching the minimum information needed to be included.     
 
Comm. Lembke questioned if there might be a way to allow the county to move forward 
with the jail and then perhaps repay the mill levy funds with the sales tax revenues.   
 
Chairman Woodcox suggested that before the next meeting a draft be prepared with only 
the minimum requirements of home rule included.   Woodcox continued that he will request 
the Sheriff’s Dept. make a presentation on the jail needs.   
 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Charter Commission recessed until April 25, 
2013. 
 
________________________     ___________________________    
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer    Jerry Woodcox, Chairman 


